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Airplane view of the amphitheater in the Arlington National Cemetery, where on Armistice 
of the United States Army will be buried with 
(See page 37) 


day the “ Unknown soldier” 
all military honors. 


The University Convocation 


The fifty-seventh Convocation of the Uni- 
versity of the State of New York, held in the 
State Education Building October 20-21, saw 
a new Commissioner of Education inducted 
into office, his predecessor honored with the 
doctor’s hood of the University and the sixth 
centennial anniversary of the death of Dante 
officially observed by the Board of Regents 
of the State. It was also marked by the earn- 
est discussion of two topics of major impor- 
tance to education: financial independence of 
schools and reform of the rural school system 
of the State. 


An unusual feature, at the last session of the 
Convocation, was a searching analysis of the 
underlying causes of present conditions in 
Russia by Baron Sergius A. Korff. Baron 
Korff denied that German intrigue was respon- 
sible for the collapse of the Russian monarchy 
and the honeycombing of the Russian army 
during the great war. Rather, he attributed the 
debacle to internal sources of discontent and 
disintegration, at work in Russia for genera- 
tions. 

The only honorary degree of the Convocation 
was conferred on Dr John H. Finley, whom 
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Graves succeeded as Commis- 
Downing, Assistant 


Dr Frank P. 
sioner. Dr Augustus S. 
Commissioner for Higher Education, presented 
Doctor Finley for the doctorate of laws, which 
was conferred by Doctor Graves. 

In his inaugural address, Doctor Graves 
struck the keynote of the Convocation. He 
declared himself in thorough accord with those 
who are waging a fight to separate school 
finances from municipal budgets, and utterly 
opposed to the present method of country school 
administration. Declaring that “the schools do 
not belong to the city and should not be con- 
sidered in municipal expenditures,” he demanded 
that school districts be considered as subdivi- 
sions of the State for administrative purposes. 
With regard to rural schools, Doctor Graves 
urged a new system of taxation, with a larger 
unit, upon the centralization of com- 
munity interests at a given place. The present 
method, he declared, makes “ small, unenthusi- 
astic and expensive schools, poor teachers, lack 


based 


of administrative officers, no differentiation or 
specialization of work, wretched buildings, in- 
adequate equipment and no high schools.” 

Doctor Graves was introduced by Dr Chester 
S. Lord, Chancellor of the University. In his 
address, Chancellor Lord pointed to the need of 
education as being evidenced in the demand by 
large corporations and business generally for 
men of college training for executive positions. 
He declared that the schools and the higher 
institutions, as well, face a great responsibility 
in educating a people whose senses have been 
blunted by war. 

Dr Nicholas Murray Butler, the last speaker 
of the opening session, warned against regula- 
tory tendencies being widely evidenced which, 
he feared, are breeding killing 
man’s belief in liberty and closing the door to 
He was particularly severe in his 


lawlessness, 


opportunity. 
strictures on special and vocational training 
in the schools. 

Regent Adelbert Moot of Buffalo, Vice Chan- 
cellor of the University, presided at the second 
session, Friday morning. The first address was 
by Dr Lotus D. Coffman, president of the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, upon the subject, “ What 
Education Means to America.” His paper was 
discussed by Dr Frederick C. Ferry, president 
of Hamilton College, and Dr Albert Leonard, 
superintendent of schools of New Rochelle. 

A valuable paper, “Principles Determining 
the Content of a High School Course,” was 


presented by Dr Alexander Inglis, of the 
Graduate School of Education of Harvard Uni- 
versity. This paper was discussed by Dr John 
H. Denbigh, principal of Packer Col'egiate In- 
stitute of Brooklyn, and Sherman L. Howe, 
president of the Associated Academic Princi- 
pals, of Carthage. 

The Honorable Louis Marshall, in a force- 
ful paper on “ The Desirability of State Appro- 
priations for Education as an Investment,” fea- 
tured the afternoon session, which was under 
the direction of Regent James Byrne. Mr 
Marshall took a definite stand for education 
of all classes as a worthy ambition and a laud- 
able object of expenditure for any common- 
wealth. Pointing to the huge sums poured out 
in the great war, and to the vast amounts that 
still must be spent to keep up a naval and mili- 
tary establishment to prevent more war, he 
showed how widely education could be dissem- 
inated, with only a fraction of the amount, and 
declared that such education was the certain 
and only way to end war. 

Mark Graves, research director for the State 
Board of Estimate and Control, and Dr Frank 
D. Boynton, superintendent of schools of Ithaca, 
discussed this paper. 

Dr Ernest W. Butterfield, commissioner of 
education of the state of New Hampshire, pre- 
sented an exhaustive study on “The Problem 
for the Rural School.” Doctor Butterfield went 
thoroughly into the background of the rural 
schools, analyzed the communities that must 
support them, and declared that he felt little 
faith in the results of surveys and investiga- 
tions, but expected the ultimate remedy to come 
from within the rural districts themselves. His 
paper was discussed by Dr George M. Wiley, 
Assistant Commissioner for Elementary Edu- 
cation, and William E. Pierce, district superin- 
tendent of schools of Erie county. 

The closing session was perhaps the most 
picturesque and imposing. Chancellors Hall 
was filled to overflowing long before the Re- 
gents in their robes, and distinguished guests, 
filed onto the platform. Regent Charles B. 
Alexander presided. The first speaker was 
Countess Irene di Robilant, associate manager 
of the Italian Society of New York, whose 
subject was “The Political Faith of Dante.” 
The countess has been largely responsible for 


(Concluded on page 42) 
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Superintendents Exchange Ideas in Annual Convention 


Superintendents of schools who attended the 
thirty-ninth annual meeting of the Council of 
Superintendents in Albany, during Convocation 
week, were able to carry away an excellent idea 
of progress along educational lines in most of 
the cities and villages of the State, as well as 
hints, in many cases, of what might be done to 
improve their own individual systems. This 
was largely due to the form of program, first 
tried out this year, which included a roll call 
of all the members of the Council, to which 
each man was expected to answer with an out- 
line of “forward steps” in his own jurisdic- 
tion. 

This roll call developed that most of the 
superintendencies are keeping fairly abreast of 
the housing problem, are improving teaching 
personnel, largely through ability to pay larger 
salaries; are making real progress along the 
special lines of health education, Americaniza- 
tion, extension courses and part-time continua- 
tion work. 

The Council listened to Dr Frank P. Graves, 
new Commissioner of Education, who addressed 
it informally, after being introduced at the 
opening session, and more at length as the 
guest of honor at a dinner the evening of Octo- 
ber 18th. The new Commissioner’s demand for 
financial independence for schools and reforms 
in the school taxing process was warmly sec- 
onded by the members of the Council and it 
was indicated that some definite action might 
be expected from the legislative committee, 
which is to meet before the Legislature con- 
venes. 

Ernest C. Hartwell, superintendent of schools 
of Buffalo, was chosen president of the organi- 
zation; William McAndrew, associate superin- 
tendent of schools of New York City, vice 
president; and Roy B. Kelley, superintendent 
at Lockport, was continued as secretary and 
treasurer. 

The roll call of progress, made the first order 
of business by the presiding officer, George M. 
Elmendorf, was continued throughout the ses- 
sions until finished, and practically every super- 
intendency in the State was heard from. Some 
of the interesting points reported were: 

Dunkirk: Pays one-half the expenses of its 
teachers who attend summer school, up to $100; 
has installed a cooperative course in mechanical 
construction, covering five years, which has en- 








Ernest C. Hartwell of Buffalo, Chosen Presi- 
dent of the Council of Superintendents 


listed the active support of labor organizations 
as well as manufacturers. 

Glens Falls: Rewards perfect attendance for 
30 days by one-half day extra vacation. 

Ithaca: Finds employment of woman nurse 
as attendance officer solving most of problems 
of truancy, it developing that only a small part 
of the cases reported are due to incorrigibility, 
most of them coming from family conditions 
which may be attended best and most success- 
fully adjusted and relieved through the agency 
of a sympathetic woman adviser. 

Jamestown: Has new $550,000 school, and 
a total of 38 new classrooms. Has used thrift 
machines for banking savings of pupils in 
schools. Four of these machines took in $600 
the first week of this school year. 

Lockport: Old fire house remodeled into con- 
tinuation school; seven portable buildings in 
use; former Superintendent Emmett Belknap 
made superintendent emeritus on full salary. 


(Continued_on page. 44) 








36 THE UNIVERSITY 


rt. . . 
State Teachers Association 
Preliminary announcement of the program 
for the seventy-sixth annual meeting of the 
State Association at Buffalo, No- 
vember 21-23 indicates an unusually interest- 
Speakers of note have been en- 


Teachers 


ing program. 
gaged for all the sectional meetings, and the 
general sessions will present men and _ topics 
enlisting the close attention of educators all 
over the State. 

The general program includes an opening ses- 
r, devoted to “ Financial 
Independence of School Boards,” in which 
Assemblyman Judson S. Wright, Hon. Warnick 
Utica and Samuel Fleischmann 


sion on Monday evening 


J. Kernan of 
of Buffalo will be heard. 

The next evening, Dr E. S. Burton, presi- 
dent of the University of will 
speak on a topic to be announced later. On 
Wednesday morning, Deputy Commissioner 
Frank B. Gilbert, Superintendent E. C. Hart- 
well of Buffalo, Dr Thomas E. Finegan, Su- 
perintendent of Public Instruction of Pennsyl- 


Michigan, 


vania, and Commissioner Graves will address 
the general convention. 
Among the sectional meetings, that of the 
classical group promises one of many treats. 
Dr Donald Blythe Durham of Hamilton Col- 
lege will make a “ Plea for More Oral Read- 
ing of Latin,” and Dr Mason D. Gray of the 
Fast High School of Rochester will speak on 
“The National Investigation of the Teaching 
of Latin and Greek.” 

“Education for Morals,” is the topic chosen 
by Prof. William H. Kilpatrick of Teachers 
College, Columbia, in the elementary 
section, and Superintendent Daniel J. Kelly of 
“ Vitalizing 


school 


Binghamton will offer a_ paper, 
Health Education in the Grades.” 

Dr William A. Howe, state medical inspector 
of schools, will discuss “The Necessity for 
Classes for the Correction of Speech Defects” 
before the speech section and W. D. Howe, 
author and journalist, will present “ By-paths 
Through the Teaching of Literature,” in the 
English section. 

In the kindergarten section, Dr Harry J. 
Baker, clinician for the department of special 
education of Detroit, Mich., will give an illus- 
trated lecture on “ Intelligence Tests for Kin- 
dergarten Pupils.” 


Dr George M. Wiley, Assistant Commis- 


sioner for Elementary Education, will outline 
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“Tdeals for New York State Normal Schools’ 
in the normal school section. 

Two topics very much in the minds of teach- 
ers and superintendents will be presented by 
acknowledged authorities in the administration 
Doctor Gilbert will discuss “ Teach- 


section. 
Salaries in New York State,” and Dr 
J. Cayce Morrison, of the State Department, 
will talk on “Standard Achievement and In- 
telligence Tests in New York State.” 

Under the science section will be 
found a lecture and demonstration on “The 
Physics of the Automobile,” by Prof. N. Henry 
Black of Roxbury Latin School of Boston. 
Doctor Black is the author of many standard 
textbooks on physics and chemistry and is said 


’ 
ers 


program 


to have a most interesting presentation of a 


subject interesting to all. “Weighing the 
Atom,” is 
It is the topic of a talk by Dr E. J. 


physics at the University of 


section. 
Moore, 


another attraction in this 
professor of 
Buffalo. 
Detailed programs may be had by addressing 
R. A. Searing, secretary of the State Teachers 
Association, 617 N. Goodman st., Rochester. 
canals 
Traveling Libraries on Art 
A traveling library has been prepared to serve 
the needs of elementary teachers and pupils for 
arts, including 
A second col- 


reference on art and industrial 
drawing and manual training. 
lection of books on shop subjects for inter- 
mediate grades and high school is being made 
up by the Library Extension Division in co- 
operation with the Division of Vocational and 
Extension Education. 

Teachers desiring to procure either the “ in- 
dustrial arts library” or the advanced 
“shop library,” should address the Library Ex- 
tension Division. Twenty-five volumes or less 
will be sent to a school without expense; for 
each additional twenty-five books, a fee of 50 
cents will be charged and the books renewed 
Schools may retain the books 
The State pays the trans- 


more 


for a like sum. 
for one school year. 
portation charges. 
a 

The judges of the national “good roads and 
highway transport” essay contest, in which 
many pupils from this State competed, have 
awarded the prize of a four years’ university 
scholarship to a West Virginia girl. The com- 
mittee announces that another contest, with a 
similar prize, will be held next spring. 
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Armistice Day, 

On November 11, 1918, in a private railway 
car in the forest of Compiégne, was signed the 
armistice which brought to an end the hostili- 
ties of the great World War, which had been 
raging for over four years. The important 
events which had brought about the armistice 
had begun toward the end of July 1918, when 
Marshal Foch, the generalissimo of the allied 
armies, had issued orders for an advance against 
the armies of Germany and her allies along all 
the fronts of Europe. In the north of France 
in the first days of August, the British army, 
along with two American divisions, began the 
hammer blows which followed in such quick 
succession that by the end of September they 
had shattered the Hindenburg line. On Sep- 
tember 12th Americans began their murderous 
onslaught at the St Mihiel salient which ended 
in its capture. The nerve of Germany’s allies 
began to weaken. On September 15th the Aus- 
trian plea for peace was circulated. On the 
29th the Bulgarians surrendered and an armis- 
tice was signed. On the next day the Turks 
lost Damascus to the British, Turkey collapsed 
and accepted severe armistice terms. On the 
same day the Italians drove the Austrians from 
the Piave and Austria made an unconditional 
apppeal for an armistice which was signed 
November 3d. 

As early as October 6th the German govern- 
ment had begun negotiations through President 
Wilson, but these had dragged along until the 
latter part of October when the news of the 
collapse of its allies evidently determined the 
German government to seek an armistice. On 


School Hygienists to Meet 


The American School Hygiene Association 
will hold its next congress at the Hotel Astor 
on November 16th, 17th and 18th. Morning 
and afternoon sessions will be held on each day. 
The program will contain much of practical 
value to all who are interested in the various 
phases of hygiene and sanitation. Commis- 
sioner Graves will extend the greetings of the 
educational people of the State to the congress. 
Dr W. A. Howe, who is president of the asso- 
ciation, hopes to see many present from this 
State. 

—_o——— 

Taxpayers of Medina have voted an appro- 

priation of $500,000 for a new school building. 
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November 11th 


November 6th, the same day that the Americans 


were entering Sedan, a commission for this 
purpose was appointed by the Germans and 
the news of it sent to the Allies. The commis- 
sion was conducted into the war zone and on 
the morning of Friday, November 8th, the con- 
ditions of the armistice were laid before them 
to be accepted or refused within 72 hours. 
Counter proposals by the Germans were re- 
jected and the armistice was signed at 5 o'clock 
in the morning of Monday, November 11, 1918. 
The signatures were for the Allies: F. Foch 
and R. E. Wemyss; for the Germans: Erz- 
berger, Oberndorff, Winterfeldt and Vanselow, 
and the great war was over. 

The anniversary of the signing of the armis- 
tice has been appropriately celebrated in the 
schools in the countries of the Allies in 1919 
and 1920, and is again to be honored this year. 
Its celebration has been made the occasion in 
France and in England for the burial of the 
body of an unknown soldier. This year a 
similar burial and ceremony are to take place 
in the National Cemetery at Arlington, outside 
of the capitol city of Washington. Exercises 
in the schools of the State should make mention 
of this day and of the events which are to take 
place. 

“The guns went dead and the war was won 


And the last mad drive was through, 
And there we lay with the big job done 
And a home to go back to. 
Mud-grimed, wire-torn, from our battered hats 
To our sodden, frayed puttces, 
And our fists still clenched on our empty gats 
And our thoughts across the seas,” 
Anon. 


Mental Clinics 

Clinics for the mental and physical examina- 
tion of backward children have been recently 
held by the Department staff at Owego, Waverly 
and Lockport. Those in attendance were Dr 
W. B. Cornell, Dr Franklin W. Barrows, Miss 
E. A. Gray and Dr Ethel L. Cornell. At 
Lockport the clinic was given in the new school 
health center; at Owego and Waverly in the 
high school. 

a 

J. A. Wilkes, formerly head of the commer- 
cial department of the public schools of Brock- 
ton, Mass., has been appointed specialist in 
commercial education in the State Education 
Department. 
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School Board Representatives Meet in Albany 


Representatives of 160 city and district school 
boards met in Albany October 20th and 21st, 
discussed legislation affecting the schools, heard 
addresses by Commissioner Graves, Deputy 
Commissioner Gilbert and Dr G. A. Works of 
Cornell University, and adjourned until De- 
cember, when a regular meeting in Buffalo 
will elect officers. 

That the Associated School Boards and Trus- 
tees of the State of New York, the official name 
of the organization, will have a powerful in- 
fluence in matters affecting the school became 
evident as the proceedings of the special meet- 
ing developed. Although the organization is 
only two years old, it is rapidly drawing into 
its ranks the school boards in all parts of the 
State, and seeks to work in harmony and con- 
junction with the other educational bodies which 
maintain a semiofficial connection with the State 
Department. 

The president, W. L. 
outlined a prospective plan of action for the 
year. He made it plain that the great need of 
the schools now is financial independence; that 
some way must be found to turn the schools 
men and 


Thompson of Troy, 


over to nonpartisan, conscientious 
women responsible to the people, and that with 
this reform must come absolute independence 
of other municipal functions and officials and 
the right to raise and expend moneys for the 
schools without political interference or hin- 
drance. He also touched upon the question of 
stated tenure for superintendents and possible 
opposition to continuation of life tenure for 
teachers. 

Following the president of the 
Doctor Graves told the gathering he was in 
accord with Mr Thompson’s ideas. He in- 
sisted that wherever the question has come to 
a legal determination it had been held that edu- 
cation is the function of the state, not of the 
locality, and that where a certain percentage 
of debt is fixed as a limitation to further tax- 
ation, moneys expended for school purposes 
can not be included in this stated amount. He 
held also for the absolute divorcement of school 
administration from political control. The pres- 
ent method of electing district superintendents, 
the Commissioner called a “ heterogeneous and 
anomalous condition,” and asserted that some 
new and larger unit of taxation must be adopted 
to secure equitable distribution of school mon- 
eys and efficient administration. 


association, 





Thompson of Troy, President of 


Associated School Boards 


fa 


In the afternoon session, Doctor Gilbert went 
over much the same ground, as to program, 
offering the association and others allied with 
it in purposes his help and advice in drafting 
legislation. He spoke for increased local in- 
terest and activity in school matters. Declar- 
ing that school administration, separate from 
other civic responsibilities and entanglements, 
would avert the controversies that involve many 
school boards in difficulties, he pointed to New 
York and Buffalo as two places where dual con- 
trol is responsible for friction and lack of 
progress. 

The Deputy Commissioner assured his hear- 
ers that the State Department is not seeking to 
centralize control of the schools. “It should 
recommend, suggest, advise and help,” he said, 
“but it does not wish to use the mandate. It 
seldom resorts to such extreme action and the 
rare exceptions to such a course are the causes 
of the protests that occasionally are heard.” 


(Concluded on page 41) 
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“America’s Making” Exhibit 


An ocular demonstration, most scientifically 
presented, of what the various national groups 
who have made up America in the past have 
done in the process of building the nation, sur- 
passing in extent anything ever before at- 
tempted, is now being given in New York City. 

In the Seventy-first Infantry armory, at 34th 
street and Park avenue, “ America’s Making,” 
a stupendous exhibit, under the direction of the 
State Department of Education and the New 
York City board of Education, opened October 
29th and will continue through the 15th of this 
month. The New York school board has in- 
vited every teacher, principal and superintendent 
who can get away from his or her local duties, 
if only for a day, to visit this great practical 
Americanization school. 

“America’s Making,” has been 18 months in 
preparation. In order to give to every group 
of immigrants its just due, scientific experts 
made a survey lasting for months as the basis 
of a program. Then representatives of the 
various groups were called in to help plan the 
exhibit. In carrying out their respective shares, 
representatives of the immigrant groups who 
will take part have enlisted the aid of some of 
the most notable artists, musicians, writers and 
actors in New York. 

There are two distinct phases of “America’s 
Making.” The interior of the spacious armory 
is lined with stationary exhibits in booths, al- 
lotted to the different groups, and in these have 
been collected an almost invaluable array of 
historical relics, specimens of arts and crafts 
and ingenious, artistic devices for showing the 
intellectual, economic and political effects of 
each nation’s participation in nation-building in 
America. 

But the colorful, impressive aspect of the ex- 
hibition comes from the pageantry and the 
dramatic and musical numbers. Each immi- 
grant group represented will produce on a 
lavish scale some distinct feature of its con- 
tribution to America, in the evening entertain- 
ments, and there will be pageantry involving 
all the groups and typifying the indivisibility 
of the America of today. 

The share taken by the public schools of 
New York in this enterprise has been tremen- 
dous. Nearly every public school in greater 
New York has produced and presented, or will 
present, a pageant. The work has been linked 


with the study of history, geography, civics, 
music and drawing in the schools. The pupils 
have fairly lived it, but it has been done so well 
and so thoroughly that it has enriched the con- 
tent of the regular school curriculum rather 
than having detracted from it. , 

The afternoons at the armory are to be given 
over to the school children and some of the 
finest of the pageants and tableaux given in the 
hundreds of schools will be presented there for 
the entertainment and edification of parents 
and friends. 

That the project has had from its inception 
the hearty support of officials in education as 
well as in the state and city governments is 
apparent from the earnest pleas in its behalf 
issued by Governor Miller, former Governor 
Smith, Mayor John F. Hylan of New York, 
the Regents of the State of New York, Com- 
missioner Graves and former Commissioner 
John H. Finley. The two last named are now 
the honorary and active heads of the organiza- 
tion presenting “America’s Making.” 

Governor Miller opened the exhibit the night 
of October 29th, and it is hoped that if Presi- 
dent Harding can arrange his engagements he 
will close the enterprise November 15th, when 
the great final pageant, in which hundreds will 
participate, will be presented. 

Oo-—— 


Teacher-librarian Course 


As a result of the rapid development of school 
library work and the new Regents rules relat- 
ing to the certification of school librarians, a 
special course for teacher-librarians has been 
arranged by the State Library School, in co- 
operation with the State College for Teachers. 
The course is open to juniors and seniors of 
the college. The greater part of the instruction 
will be given by the Library School faculty. 
Credit will be granted by the State College and 
certification as a school librarian by the Uni- 
versity of the State of New York on satisfac- 
tory completion of the work. The entire course, 
made up of five separate courses (children’s 
work; reference; administration; cataloging, 
classification, subject headings; selection of 
books) aggregates 18 hours and meets the 
“minor” requirement of the college for the 
bachelor’s degree. Practice work will be fur- 
nished at the libraries of the college and the 
Albany High School. 
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Use of the Bulletin 


Numerous requests have come to the Depart- 
ment from teachers throughout the State, ask- 
ing that copies of the Bulletin be sent to them 
regularly. It is unfortunate that it is not 
possible to send the Bulletin to every teacher 
in our schools, and especially to those who are 
sufficiently interested in it to request copies. 
There is not appropriated to the Department, 
however, sufficient funds to permit such an 
extensive printing. 

Copies are sent regularly to every school 
building in the State. It is intended that the 
principal of each school Bulletin 
available, as far as possible, to the teachers 
and pupils. As a new issue arrives, the pre- 
ceding number should be preserved for future 
reference and binding. It is planned to print, 
at the close of each volume, a complete index, 
which will be supplied to schools making re- 
quest for it. 


make the 


—_—o——. 


Our Governors 

With the thought of presenting, briefly, the 
outstanding facts concerning the Governors of 
New York State, there will appear in the 
Bulletin from time to time short articles con- 
cerning each Governor, beginning with George 
Clinton. Our citizens generally are not very 
familiar with the history of their own State, 
and it is hoped the reading of these sketches 
will arouse an interest in this important his- 
torical and civic phase of school training. The 
articles will be prepared by the State Historian. 
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Prizes for Teachers and Pupils 


Two national contests of 


interest to both 
pupils and teachers are announced by the High- 
way and Highway Transport Education Com- 
mittee, of which United States Commissioner 
of Education John J. Tigert is chairman. The 
object of the contests is to attempt to reduce, 
through a campaign of education, the appalling 
number of accidents on our streets and high- 
ways. : 

One contest is for the best essay written by 
any grammar school pupil 14 years of age or 
under, upon the subject “How I Can Make 
the Highways More Safe.” The essay, which 
should be about 500 words in length, may tell 
about traffic rules, how to cross streets, why 
children should not play on the road, or any 
other means that will make the highways more 
safe. Each essay should be illustrated by a 
drawing or photograph clipped from a news- 
paper or magazine, or made by the contestant. 
Essays must be handed to the school principal 
before December 10th. 

There are three national prizes, the first 
being a gold watch and a trip to Washington 
with all expenses paid; the second prize is a 
gold loving cup, and the third prize is a silver 
loving cup. In addition, there will be awarded 
to New York State pupils a first prize of a 
gold medal and $15, a second prize of a silver 
medal and $10, and 29 third prizes of bronze 
medals and $5 each. 

A second contest, open to any teacher of a 
class in the grammar school grades, is for the 
best classroom lesson for such grades, teach- 
ing children safe behavior on the highways. 
The lesson need not be on the subject of safety 
alone, but may be brought in as an integral 
part of a history, arithmetic, geography, or 
other subject lesson. It may take the form 
of a lecture, recitation, game, drama, manual 
training, or any other form which the teacher 
considers best presents the subject. Such les- 
sons must be handed to the school principal be- 
fore December 10th. The prizes are (1) $500 
and a trip to Washington with all expenses 
paid, (2) $400, (3) $200. 

More detailed information may be had from 
the Highway and Highway Transport Educa- 
tion Committee, Willard Building, Washington, 
ma < 
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American Children Asked to Aid in Building French High Schools 


Through the French Restoration Fund, a committee 
organized to help in the reconstruction and restoration of 
devastated France, a movement has been organized to give 
the school children of America an opportunity to show their 
The plan of the committee is 


friendship for France. 


twofold: first, to build in the devastated region of France 
two high schools equal to our own finest high schools, to be 
known as the Washington-Lafayette and the Foch-Pershing 
High Schools, respectively; second, to present to Marshall 
Foch, while he is in this country, a medal given by the 
children of our schools, and to give replicas to President 














The Foch Medal 


Harding and General Pershing. 
A gold reproduction of the Marshall Foch medal will 
be awarded to the school child in the State of New York 


who writes the best message to accompany the contribution. 

This letter should be to Marshall Foch, but should be given to the school principal or superin- 
tendent, indorsed by him, and forwarded to the State Education Department. 

It is the thought of the committee to have the necessary funds contributed by the school 


children of this country. 


Several states have already collected their quotas. 


The New York 


State Education Department believes this is an entirely worthy and commendable plan, and is 


glad to indorse the movement. 


and gifts of any amount from one cent upward should be accepted. 


No child should be made to feel it is necessary to contribute, 


Principals and superin- 


tendents should collect the contributions, and forward them as soon as possible to the State 


Department of Education. 


After the necessary tabulation, they will be forwarded to the 


French Restoration Fund for the purposes mentioned above. 
It is suggested that it would be an appropriate time for the children to make their gifts on 


Armistice Day, November 11th. 


School Boards Meet 


(Concluded from page 38) 

James P. B. Duffy of Rochester, chairman 
of the legislative committee, made a report of 
the activities of his committee, reviewing the 
legislative accomplishments of the past session 
and asserting that the association would insist 
on those parts of its program that failed of 
enactment. At his suggestion the matter of 
teachers’ tenure was deferred for one year. 

Doctor Works gave the gathering a glimpse 
of the revelations of the Committee of Twenty- 
one investigation of rural schools. He is chair- 
man of this committee, which is considering 
every aspect of the rural school problem. It 
appears certain that the committee will recom- 
mend a larger unit of taxation and possibly 
optional consolidation of school districts. 

He declared that now the country child has 
little chance to obtain the education to which 
he is entitled, for several reasons, among them 
lack of financiai resources to provide modern, 





well-equipped buildings and thoroughly trained 
teachers. Discussing consolidation, he intimated 
that this might be brought by state aid. in 
transportation of pupils from their homes to 
the various centers chosen as school sites. 

The constitution of the association provides 
for election of officers at the annual meeting 
in December, so the nominating committee pre- 
pared a ticket and it was left to the executive 
committee to take a referendum vote for pre- 
sentation to the regular meeting on the follow- 
ing candidates, all but two of whom are now 
serving: president, W. L. Thompson, Troy; 
vice president, Harry W. Lowell, Lockport, 
J. Ward Russell, Glens Falls, and J. S. Tre- 
man, Oswego; secretary, Chester H. Smith, 
Peekskill; treasurer, George D. Thatcher, Au- 
burn, to succeed R. F. Rouse, Auburn; execu- 
tive committee, R. D. Rogers, Tuxedo, to suc- 
ceed Eugene Sanford, Albany, and A. C. Rust, 
Poughkeepsie, Mrs H. L. Baldwin, Oneida, 
John F. Kelly, Binghamton. 








University Convocation 
(Concluded from page 34) 


the remarkable tribute paid the great Floren- 
tine in this country, especially among the liter- 
ary circles of New York City. 

Regent James Byrne presented an interesting 
paper upon “The Dante Year,” followed by 
the address by Baron Korff, whose topic was 
“The Underlying Causes — Economic, Social, 
Political and Educational — Responsible for 
Present Conditions in Russia.” 

Dr John H. Finley was presented by As- 
sistant Commissioner Downing for the honor- 
ary degree of doctor of laws. In conferring 
the degree, President Graves said: 

As President of the University of the State 
of New York, by the authority committed to 
me by its Regents, I have the unusual and high 
honor of conferring upon you the honorary 
degree doctor of laws. Already a son of the 
State, New York now claims you as one of 
her own. 

Lover of the great out-of-doors, college pro- 
fessor, college president; author, editor and 
educator of distinction; during the great war 
envoy of this University to France; Commis- 
sioner of the Red Cross for Palestine and the 
Near East; distinguished servant of the State, 
Commissioner of Education and President of 
this University — we honor ourselves in honor- 
ing you. 

As a visible evidence of this merited distinc- 
tion I hand you this diploma in engrossed char- 
acters, signed by the Chancellor, the Vice Chan- 
cellor, and the Board of Regents, and by the 
President of the University, and I direct that 
the royal purple and gold of the University be 
placed upon your shoulders as the symbol of 
citizenry of this Commonwealth. 

Doctor Finley responded in a characteristic- 
ally happy vein, expressing the pleasure and 
gratitude that he might be allowed to wear as 
a private citizen, the robes and hood that had 
been his in an official capacity. He paid high 
compliment to the new Commissioner and 
prophesied that the schools of New York State 
will be eminently successful under Doctor 
Graves. 

The Convocation registration cards showed 
there were in attendance 68 city and village 
superintendents, 152 district superintendents, 45 
representatives from higher institutions, 187 
high school principals, 67 teachers, 16 repre- 
sentatives from normal schools, and a large 
number of others engaged in various phases of 
educational work. 

The Department will publish the complete 
proceedings of the Convocation at an early date. 
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Conference at Oneonta 


The first of the series of conferences on edu- 
cational measurements was held at the Oneonta 
State Normal School October 10th and 11th. 
The conference was first arranged by the Tri- 
County Association of District Superintendents 
of Delaware, Otsego and Schoharie counties. 

The following superintendents attended: 

Otsego county: John B. McManus, Freder- 
ick W. Strong, Grace A. Loudon, John E. 
Frederick, Harrison Cossaart, Floyd R. Thayer 

Schoharie county: Orlando J. Ives, Marion 
W. Lewis, Ralph W. Eldredge 

Delaware county: Charles F. Ferry, Z. Le- 
Roy Myers, Edward O. Harkness, Zena R 
Travis, Milton G. Nelson, Arthur T. Hamilton 
Edward Hurlburt 
Chenango county: John S. Childs 

Herkimer county: A. J. Rose, B. M. Robinson 

Principal Wells of Walton and 
Walker of Maryland also attended. 

The first morning session was devoted to a 
discussion of available tests and to the detailed 
study of directions for giving the tests to be 
The afternoon was given, in the 


Broome county: J. 


Principal 


demonstrated. 
main, to a demonstration of the giving of tests. 
Seven tests were given in six classes of the 
normal training school: one intelligence test, 
two reading and four arithmetic tests. Three 
of the demonstrations were given by the special- 
ist in educational measurements from the State 
Department, and the remaining four by super- 
intendents. After the demonstration, the group 
met in conference to discuss the technic and 
difficulties of administering standard tests. 

At the second morning session, the papers 
secured from testing pupils the previous after- 
noon were scored, the results tabulated, and 
the data interpreted. The session ended with 
a thorough discussion of the uses that could be 
made of the tests demonstrated. 

The most valuable feature of this conference 
was that superintendents actually gave the tests 
or observed them given, scored the papers, did 
all the clerical work involved and interpreted 
the results as they would if the children tested 
had been in their own schools. 

Several other conferences of the same type 
are to be held this month, as announced in the 
last issue of the Bulletin. Superintendents will 
find it to their advantage in undertaking any 
measurement program to arrange for their 
principals to attend these conferences. 
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Governors of New York 


I George Clinton, 1777-95, 1801-4 





Governor George Clinton 


George Clinton, Governor of New York from 
1777 to 1795, and from 1801 to 1804, has the 
distinction of having been Governor of our 
State for a longer period than any other man 
elected to that office. 
as Governor, he had been a member of the 
Colonial Legislature in 1765, and of the second 
Continental Congress, 1775-76. During the war 
of the Revolution he was general of the militia 
of New York State, and a brigadier general in 
the continental army. In the latter position he 
was very efficient and was in constant touch 
with all the military operations which took place 
on New York soil. 

As Governor he was active in preventing the 
encroachment of the settlers from New Hamp- 
shire in the disputed territory now covered by 
the state of Vermont. He was a stanch up- 
holder of law and order and in 1787 le marched 
in person at the head of the militia against the 


Previous to his service 





insurgents who were concerned in Shay’s re- 
bellion in western Massachusetts. He was a 
strong supporter of the movement to conclude 
permanent treaties of peace with the western 
Indians, and he first conceived of the idea of 
the project of a canal between the Mohawk and 
Wood creek. 

He was president of the convention which 
met at Poughkeepsie in 1788 to consider the 
ratification of the federal constitution, to which, 
however, he was opposed. He was elected Vice 
President of the United States in 1804 and was 
serving in this office when he died. 

He took great interest in education and it 
was because of his urging that the Legislature 
passed a law, under date of April 9, 1795, en- 
titled “An Act for the Encouragement of 
Schools.” It was the first attempt to establish 
a system of common schools throughout the 
State. 

—i--— 


Calendar of Education Meetings 


American School Hygiene Association, New 
York, November 16-18 

Conference of teachers of art and industrial 
arts, Elmira Heights, November 4; 
Oneonta, November 18 

Commercial Teachers Association of Eastern 
New York, Albany, November 12 

Commercial Teachers Association of 
Island, Freeport, November 19 

State Teachers Association, Buffalo, Novem- 
ber 21-23 

Council of Elementary School Principals and 
Teachers, Buffalo, November 21-23 

Associated Academic Principals, Syracuse, De- 
cember 29-31 

National Society for Vocational 
Kansas City, Mo., January 5-7 

State Association of District Superintendents, 
Rochester, January 11-13 

National Council of Education, Chicago, Feb- 
ruary 26-March 4 

Department of Superintendence, Chicago, Feb- 
ruary 26-March 4 


—o—— 


Long 


Education, 


At the meeting of the Board of Regents held 
on October 20th, the Cranberry Lake Union 
School was admitted to the University. 
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Superintendents Exchange Ideas 


(Concluded from page 35) 


Newark: Despite tax rate of $22.20 a thou- 
sand, is developing successfully vocational, ag- 
ricultural, homemaking and commercial courses, 
and is now starting a special class for atypical 
children. 

North Tarrytown: Now in third year of 
project of carrying teachers through three years 
with same class. First grade teacher goes with 
children through third; fourth grade teacher, 
through sixth. A saving of at least two weeks 
at the beginning of each term is claimed. 

Mount Vernon: Establishes new salary 
schedule: $1300 to $2500 for teachers in first 
six grades; $1500 to $2700 in seventh and 
eighth; $1500 to $3300 in high school. Has 
nearly $1,000,000 building plan under way, pro- 
viding three junior high schools within a year. 
Superintendent has council, composed of repre- 
sentatives of teachers from all schools, and 
takes up with this council all matters relating 
to welfare and operation of schools. 

Nyack: New high school building, accom- 
modating 1000, to be started soon; site of 91%4 
acres bought. Part-time nurse aids in attend- 
ance officer’s work. Special effort made to im- 
prove social surroundings of teachers, through 
entertainments, lecture courses and contact with 
residents of Nyack. 

New York: Open school week brings thou- 
sands of parents to inspect schools and their 
work, and see just what children are doing and 
are expected to do. Every adult who can be 
interested gets personal invitation from one of 
the children. “America’s Making,” great fes- 
tival showing the part immigrants have taken 
in moulding nation, enlists active help of 
schools, which offer pageants, plays, music and 
dancing, and link various geographical, his- 
torical and economic features of celebration 
with their own class work. Intelligence tests 
being used generally in high schools for grad- 
ing. Poor assignments of teachers found re- 
sponsible for absences in teaching personnel. 
Provision for mental and physical comfort of 
teachers found profitable, and handbook of in- 
struction, outlining succinctly duties under New 
York City school administration, given to all 
teachers. 


Amsterdam: Medical and dental clinics in 


separate building for all school children. Open- 
air school for tuberculous suspects. 


Niagara Falls: $3,250,000 spent for new 
buildings, including $850,000 for intermediate 
school. Sustained publicity campaign booms 
night schools, including high school, and Amer- 
icanization classes. 

North Tonawanda: Has school hospital, 
equipped with five beds, where minor surgical 
operations are performed. Gives block letter 
honor for scholarship as well as athletics, a 
general average of 80 per cent being demanded. 

Perry: First grade retardation found to be 
30 per cent, and mental tests adopted. Excel- 
lent results obtained from preprimary training, 
supplanting old kindergarten system. 

Port Chester: Obtains new high school, six- 
teen-room elementary school and _ six-room 
addition. 

Spring Valley: Operates successfully vaca- 
tion school from 9 o’clock to noon, five days in 
week for six weeks. Teachers get classes of 
about 15 each and claim as much progress as 
normal sized classes in same subjects make in 
half school year. 

Oswego: Teachers review, in writing, at 
least one educational book each quarter. Public 
opinion aroused for new high school; 25 years 
of failure finally ended with 9 to 1 vote in 
favor of half million dollar building. 

Poughkeepsie: Summer school well devel- 
oped. Night school, especially Americaniza- 
tion classes, flourishing. Superintendent sug- 
gests enrichment rather than curtailment of 
such courses. High school opened at night for 
study under supervision. 

Tarrytown: Ten-acre high school site ac- 
quired; $20,000 spent on new athletic field; 
special class of twenty unusual or subnormal 
children on full time. 

Walden: “Find yourself” campaign of vo- 
cational guidance, in cooperation with leading 
citizens, successfully put on by schools. 

Whitehall: School appropriation of $225,000 
obtained. High school registration increased 
123 per cent in two years. Most complete sur- 
vey of single school plant ever made in New 
York State results in advantageous reorganiza- 
tion of administration, with centralization of 
authority in office of superintendent. 

Rochester: “Know your school week,” simi- 
lar to New York’s open school week, success- 
fully carried out. 

Saratoga Springs: Athletic field, costing 
$20,000, acquired, beginning realization of year- 
round community recreation plan. Neighbor- 
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hood house for Americanization. Eighth grade 
pupils take intelligence tests records to high 
school with them. 
Schenectady: 
months; clinics for speech correction; classes 
for totally deaf; six classes for atypical chil- 
dren in one building; classes in salesmanship 
and automobile repair featured; night “ movies’ 
under school direction in summer; 600 attend 
vacation school, elementary and high; isolated 
school for incipient tuberculous; third year of 


Six junior high schools in 18 


mental rating; high school credit for Bible 
study and research outside of school, based on 
examination prepared by nonsectarian board of 
clergymen of many denominations. 

Troy: Grammar school under way, and 
major addition to school completed; new school 
site bought; city plan commission to aid in 
educational growth. 

Utica: Adequate new salary schedule in ef- 
fect; professional uplift 
movement for teachers under way; modern vo- 
cational school built and equipped. 

Watertown: City appropriates $450,000 for 
school improvement; standardized school type 


improvement and 


sought. 

White Plains: Building in Italian section 
becomes popular community resort. Fifty-four 
cents of every dollar of city taxes goes to 
schools. 

Yonkers: Unassigned teachers in every large 
school, enabling principals to give special at- 
tention to pupils and classes in need of it; 
$1,500,000 for new schools to take care of 10 
per cent increase in school population; new 
buildings provide 60 rooms and all are equipped 
with moveable furniture. 

Binghamton: Emphasis placed on “selling 
schools” campaign. Civic organizations asked 
to appoint committees of five members to study 
special phases of school work, with view to 
recommendation or suggestion. 

One of the outstanding features of the con- 
vention was the address by Dr Frank B. Gil- 
bert, Deputy Commissioner, on the legislative 
outlook and program. Doctor Gilbert made it 
evident that it was proper at the present time 
to prepare and present to the Legislature a bill 
providing for the financial independence of 
boards of education of city school districts, and 
that he was now willing to aid in the prepara- 
tion of such a bill. The matter of a new and 
larger school unit for taxation purposes was 
presented as inevitable for the adequate financ- 
ing of the schools in rural communities. 
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Closing the meeting, the committee on reso- 
lutions recommended a similar program for the 
next meeting; invited district superintendents 
to meet with the city and village superintend- 
ents next year; urged one session for sectional 
conferences; fixed the next meeting at Albany, 
during Convocation week, and three informal 
meetings in addition, one to be at Syracuse dur- 
ing the holidays, one at the place and time of 
the convention of the Department of Superin- 
tendence, and another to be determined later ; 
urged legislation requiring the same standards 
of citizenship for wives as for husbands, inas- 
much as now a wife obtains citizenship when 
her husband becomes naturalized, despite her 
educational qualifications; opposed interference 
with and urged extension of health education; 
and recommended construction of public build- 
ings, especially schools, and the repair and im- 
provement of homes and grounds as practical 
measures to alleviate the unemployment situa- 
tion. 

en 


Nature Study Bulletin 


An unusually complete and thorough method 
outline for the teaching of nature study is con- 
tained in the teachers’ number of the Rural 
School Leaflet, published by the New York 
State College of Agriculture this fall. 

The plan comprises work for all the elemen- 
tary grades and is accompanied by useful sug- 
gestions along many lines in which matter in 
this and previous bulletins may be utilized. 

In addition to the specific outline on nature 
study, humaneness, elementary agriculture and 
homemaking, there is a special article on the 
study of the stars. 

A copy of the bulletin will be mailed on re- 
quest to every teacher of rural schools, and 
schools in places of less than 4000 inhabitants. 


— = 


Glasses for School Children 


School authorities are cautioned against plac- 
ing too much credence in the exaggerated state- 
ments being made in several parts of the State 
and published in many papers to the effect that 
70 per cent of all people need glasses. This is 
a gross misrepresentation and indicates a lack 
of familiarity with the conditions actually ex- 
isting. The determination of the need of glasses 
for children should be made only by one fully 
competent to make a proper examination of the 
eyes and to judge as to the real need of glasses. 
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Notes from the Field 


A “civility” campaign, designed to promote 
better public manners and a spirit of kindness 
and courtesy among people generally, is pro- 
posed by Ward C. Moon, superintendent of 
schools of Poughkeepsie, for the schools in that 
city. Mr Moon will seek to enlist the coopera- 
tion of civic, commercial, fraternal and social 
organizations. 


Elmira acted as host to the Interstate School 
Masters’ Club on the occasion of their fall 
meeting, October 9th. President George W. 
Cass of Mansfield Normal school, Mansfield, 
Pa., directed the session and Dr Roland P. 
Gray of Elmira College gave the principal 
address. 


The faculty of the Utica Free Academy has 
sent a signed protest to the board of education 
of that city against continuance of secret socie- 
ties in the academy. 


The board of education of St George has 
decided to purchase a conveniently located, va- 
cant factory building in which to house its 
continuation school. 


The board of education of East Bloomfield, 
Tompkins county, is said to be unable to find 
a teacher of mathematics willing to teach for 
$1000, which has been set as the limit. M. G. 
Chapin, 70 years old, president of the board of 
education, has accordingly volunteered to un- 
dertake the duties of the place, at that figure. 


More than 300 parents of school children in 
Nyack attended a meeting in the high school 
auditorium to organize a home and _ school 
league, the purpose of which is to put the 
parents in closer touch with the teachers in the 
schools and their work. 


The board of education of Warrensburg, the 
school district superintendents of that locality 
and the Warren county farm bureau cooperated 
in a recreational school session in the Warrens- 
burg High School, October 15th. 


During the week of October 10th, 3804 pupils 
from 43 different schools in Rochester deposited 
savings amounting to $1451. 


Work will begin at once on the erection of 
two new grammar school buildings in Herkimer 
to be built at a cost of $326,500. 


A new twelve-room school completed this fall 
at a cost of $150,000 was dedicated last month 
at Great Neck. 


The contract has been let for the construction 
of a new $34,000 school building at Turin. 


The Albany county chapter of the American 
Red Cross has tendered to the district super- 
intendents of Albany county the services of an 
expert in nutrition to work in the rural schools 
in the county. Jessie G. Cole, a graduate of 
the State College for Teachers and of Colum- 
bia University, will have charge of the work 
under the direction of the district superinten- 
dents. 

The schools of the first supervisory district 
of Monroe county made very creditable school 
and junior project exhibits at the Monroe 
county fair and at the Rochester exposition. 
Prizes amounting to $179 were secured. At 
Brockport 21 first premiums and at Rochester 
exposition 21 first, 12 second and 8 third prizes 
were secured. At the spelling contest at Brock- 
port three of the five prize-winners were from 
Irondequoit. Two of these pupils and one from 
Pittsford spelled every word correctly and were 
awarded first prizes of $4 each. Two of these 
Irondequoit pupils won third and fourth prizes 
at the county contest at Rochester. 

A conference of all teachers of St Lawrence 
county was held at the Potsdam State Normal 
School October 27th and 28th. 


The Greene County Teachers Association, 
having a membership of 180, held a five-day 
conference at Windham last month. 


The district superintendents of Erie county, 
together with the county junior extension board, 
are requesting the trustees of the rural schools 
to place mail boxes in front of all the school- 
houses. It is expected that each rural school 
in the county will soon have an approved mail 
box. 
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The Eastern Arts Association, composed of 
arts and manual training teachers of the east, 
will have its next convention in Rochester in 
April. Arrangements for the 
gathering of executives of the association in 
the Flower City in December. 


will be made 


Illiteracy in New York State has dropped 
slightly, according to reports of the Federal 
Census Bureau. There are now in the State 
425,022 persons more than 10 years old classi- 
illiterate. Of these, 16,150 are native 
whites, 12,256 of foreign or mixed parentage 
and 389,063 of foreign birth. 

New York City alone contains 270,788 illit- 
erates. It appears that the younger generation 
in the cities is less illiterate than the older, and 


fed as 


the country districts have less illiteracy, pro- 
portionately, than the urban sections. 

The state illiteracy in 
was 5.1; 10 years ago it was 5.5. 


1920 


percentage of 


On October 20th Dr Livingston Farrand was 
inaugurated as the fourth president of Cornell 
University. Many educators from various sec- 
tions of the country were in attendance. 


Fourteen hundred girls in the Rochester pub- 
lic schools are members of the girls recreation 
club, whose object is the promotion of law, 
order and citizenship. 


A new twelve-room elementary school costing 


about $200,000 was opened in Albany last 


month. 


Twenty-five children lost their school home, 
the night of October 10th, when a recently re- 
modeled rural school near Alden, Erie county, 
was burned. The fire is laid to the efforts of 
a tramp to warm himself at a gas stove, which 
he left burning when he took his departure. 





Children of Public School 9, Brooklyn, have 
just dedicated an ornamental flagpole in memory 
of 26 former pupils of their school who were 
killed in the World War. 





Nutrition clinics will be a feature of work 
among the mothers in certain sections of Syra- 
cuse this winter, in an effort to raise the stand- 
ards of health among school children by feed- 
ing them milk, persuading them to rest parts of 
every day and yet to have plenty of time for 
healthful play. 
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Charges that certain textbooks used in his- 
tory classes in New York City contain un- 
American propaganda are to be investigated by 
a special committee composed of Dr Edgar 
Dubbs Shimer, associate superintendent, Ed- 
ward Mandel, district superintendent, and 
twenty-one teachers, at the direction of Wil- 
liam L. Ettinger, head of New York’s schools. 





As a further step in the thrift education 
campaign under way in the public schools of 
Rochester, during which 12,000 boys and girls 
have opened savings accounts, one Rochester 
bank has begun the publication of a little four- 


page pamphlet, the Thrift Advocate. 


The Mount Morris High School exhibit won 
its second prize of the season when exhibited 
at the “World’s Fair” at Hemlock. Previ- 
ously it had scored first at the Livingston county 
fair at Avon. This is the fourth consecutive 
victory in three years for the Mount Morris 
boys and girls. 


Stanley E. Heason, supervising principal at 
Ellenville High School, previous to the war, 
later head of the history department at Yonkers, 
and more recently an inspector in the State 
Department, has been appointed head of the 
history department at the Albany High School. 
He is a graduate of the State College for 
Teachers and has done pcstgraduate work at 
Columbia University. 


Spencerport High School won several prizes 
in junior project work at both the Brockport 
fair and the Rochester Exposition. 


The Ontario county tuberculosis committee 
has obtained the cooperation of the district 
superintendents, local school officials and the 
pupils of the public schools in a poster contest 
which is to be a feature of the organization's 
fight on the white plague. 


Nellie F. Cornell, principal of Rochester Pub- 
lic School 24, is 81 years old and has been 
teaching school 59 years; 45 of these have 
been passed as principal of School 24. This 
school has its own mothers’ club, many mem- 
bers of which were students under Miss Cor- 
nell, and this organization helped “the grand 


old woman” of Rochester’s schools to cele- 


brate her eighty-first birthday in a manner that 
evidenced the affection they bear for her. 
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Twenty-five nutrition classes in the public 
schools of Rochester have been opened within 
the last fortnight. 

Hundreds of parents attended a series of 
school fairs held in fifteen townships in Che- 


nango county in October. Competition among 


the pupils in the district schools in each town- 


ship for loving cups, given as prizes, was ex- 
ceptionally keen. 


A conference on county schools for teachers, 


parents, and voters, to arouse the 
interest of the people of Westchester county 
in the schools and their needs, will 
take place in the auditorium of the White 
Plains High School November 4th. The West- 


Association is the 


taxpayers 


generally 


chester County Children’s 
moving force in the project, and it has induced 
some men and women of prominence in the 
educational world to address the session. 

Mayor William J. Wallin of Yonkers, a Re- 
gent of the University of the State of New 
York, will preside at the morning session, and 
Dr Frank P. Graves, Commissioner of Educa- 
tion, will speak on “Adapting the Organization 
of Schools to Meet the Needs of the Children.” 
Dr Wallace Buttrick of New York, president 
of the General Education Board, will tell “ How 
Some Other People Have Done It.” 

The afternoon will be given over to local 
representatives who will give a series of five- 
minute talks on “Forward Steps for Schools 
of Westchester County.” 
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Pupils of domestic science classes in Norwich 
have ransacked attics and storerooms to fur- 
nish a practice house for their school work. 


“To take the mystery out of banking,” is 
the announced purpose of a series of ten lec- 
tures in the schools of Schenectady by repre- 
sentatives of various banks. The project is in 
line with the thrift campaign being carried on 
in that city. 


After examination of 18,426 boys and girls 
in 39 schools in the city of Syracuse last year, 
Dr Joseph C. Palmer has reported that 46.7 
per cent of them were slightly under weight 
and 18.4 per cent more than 10 per cent under 
the mark. All were provided with programs 
of eating, sleeping and playing calculated to 
build them up, and 179,000 lunches of milk, 
rolls and wholesome food were provided for 
1720 children, whose parents were unable to 
properly feed them. 

In the period covered by the survey, 18,671 
pupils were examined for physical defects and 
8969 such ailments were found, 1101 of them 
requiring immediate treatment. In all, 11,952 
treatments were given and in 7502 cases, de- 
fects were corrected or eradicated. 

Doctor Palmer said that the cases of mal- 
nutrition responded wonderfully to the treat- 
ment prescribed. 
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